




from which she emerges stronger, bolder, and more assured. Nails takes its 
place as a plank in the cultural reckoning that is the #MeToo movement, 
but it also exemplifies a take-no-prisoners stylistic approach to the short 
story that is refreshingly shorn of ornament and self-consciousness. The 
central metaphor—the stiletto nails that resemble knives—is a perfect 
symbol for a story about a young woman who refuses to live by men’s 
degrading and dehumanizing rules any longer. This is a powerful gut-
punch of a story. 

Steven W. Beattie, Review Editor, Quill and Quire
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